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Ettore Sottsass
Biography:

Born 14th September 1917 in Innsbruck, Tirol, Austria,

son of an Italian architect.
His mother, Antonia Peinter, was Austrian. The family moves in 1929 to Turin, Italy.
From 1935 to 1939 he studies architecture at Turin Polytechnic. As student he writes articles on art and interior design in association with the Turin designer Luigi Spazzanpan.

1939 works as an architect-designer at the Fiat automobile company.

1942 to 1945 serves the Italian Army ( in Yugoslavia, most of the war time being imprisoned in a concentration camp).

1945 returns home to work for his father.

1946 moves to Milan to curate a craft exhibition at Triennale and starts his collaboration with Domus magazine.

1947 establishes his own Milan-based office, The Studio.

1951 finishes works on the worker’s housing scheme at Rementino and Novara, under the Government subsidized rebuilding program,
INA Casa.

1956 travels to New York to work in George Nelson’s studio for a month. When returning to Italy he is invited to collaborate with Poltronova, near Florence (furniture design).

1958 is appointed as Design Consultant to Olivetti’s new electronics
Division.

1959 launch of ELEA 9003 calculator, works on TEKNE typewriter.

1961 travels to India for three months.

1962 fells critically ill, suffering from a rare kidney disease. Roberto Olivetti generously enables him to travel to Palo Alto, California – one of the world’s leading specialists.

1965 designs pop-influenced ‘totem’ ceramics and the first ‘superbox’ closets coated in plastic laminate.
1967 co-founds the Planeta Fresco literary magazine with Allen Ginsberg.
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1970 Valentine typewriter wins the Compasso d’Oro. Art directs and ad campaigns the ‘Valentine’.
1972 creates  ‘House Environment’ for the ‘Italy: The New Domestic Landscape’ exhibition at MoMA, New York.
1973 as a member of the Radical Design movement, he founds Global Tooling design school with Archizoom and Superstudio.
1978 collaborates with Alessandro Mendini and Andreea Branzi on Studio Alchymia’s exhibition of ‘new design’ at Milan’s Furniture Fair.

1981 he forms Memphis design group, having left Alchymia. First Memphis exhibition is held at Arc ’74, in Milan. Sottsass Associati is also founded.

1985 he announces he left Memphis, returns to architecture at Sottsass Associati where he completes numerous industrial designs projects
.
2007 Ettore Sotsass dies in Milan.
Influences on his work and philosophy:

1.Cultural, social and political context of 1922-1945’s Italy:
-Fascism ( with Benito Mussolini as ultimate ruler) organizing and controlling everything  according to its own version of  an overly grand patriotic and monumental image of the Roman Empire ruling the world.
-Cultural protectionism – any other ideological blueprint was forbidden.

-Cultural isolation.

-Almost total lack of an organized manufacturing industry (except warfare goods and some electrical domestic goods and cars produced by Fiat, Alfa Romeo and Lancia).
- Italian craft production. Many of the ‘bottege’  or craft workshops will grow into small or medium size industries (e.g. Cassina ).
- Second World War.

“Sottsass[…] retained a vision of making things by hand, with skill and love, even when[…] working within a large scale industrial context “

“[…] destruction and confusion[…] (of)  the Second World War […] contributed to Sottsass’s fear of power, authority, moralism and large-scale cultural and social programmes.”

2. Italian Rationalism: he followed their polemics carried out in the pages of ‘Domus’. He was aware of the architectural work of Le Corbusier.

3. Bauhaus – he despises “the awful modern, suburban result” of Bauhaus technological attitudes that made the surroundings of contemporary towns so horrible.
4. Cubism and Futurism.

5. Constructivism : Kasimir Malevich, Alexander Rotchenko, Wassily Kandinsky ( e.g. 1946 metal sculptures exhibited with works of Bruno Munari at an international Exhibition in Milan).

7. Surrealism: Jean Arp. Pablo Picasso (1947 welded sheet metal sculpture)
8.East European craft (years he spent as a prisoner in Montenegro): designs for hangings, some motifs and patterns used on posters (e.g. the one for the 11th Triennale in 1957, however the geometric grid used was reminiscent of Macintosh and Viennese Art Nouveau).
9.Italian Craft.
10. American culture and Abstract Expressionism: Willem de Kooning, Arshille Gorki and Jackson Pollock (glass work, Memphis)
.
9.Indian Craft and religions: ‘Ceramic of Darkness’ 1962-63, ‘Shiva’ ceramics     1964, the ’Bharata’ collection 1985.
10. Tribal art.

11. Ancient Cultures and Civilizations: Mesopotamian, Egyptian (Memphis).
12. Contemporary designers’ work: Paolo Veninini (glass), Andreea Branzi, Castiglione Brothers, Gio Ponti (furniture, lighting) etc.
13. Pop Art, Art Deco, Kitch, Sol LeWitt, Frank Stella (Memphis plastic laminate prints, designs for Poltronova furniture range 1965- 1966, Memphis furniture).

Studio Alchimia:
· founded in 1976 by the architect Alessandro Guerriero as a gallery that will display experimental work not constrained by industrial production.

· the name is an allusion to alchemy mocking the scientific principles behind Modernism.
· As an influential design studio with contributions from Ettore Sotsass, Alessandro Mendini, Andrea Branzi and Michelle de Luchi amongst others, it drew inspiration from popular culture and Kitch, ridiculed the pretensions of ‘Good Design’ and was fundamental to the second wave of Radical Design and Anti-Design movements in the 1980s.
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Memphis
“ Free and easy, anarchic and unrestrained use of unforeseen and unforeseeable materials, the combined use of heterogeneous, cheap and expensive materials, of rough and expensive materials, of rough and smooth textures, of opaque and sparkling surfaces.”

· founded in 1981 in Milan, with the aim of re-invigorating the Radical design movement.

· Ettore Sottsass who left Alchimia on 1980, mainly because he found its latest approaches too creatively restricting, hosted a gathering of  designers:  Brabara Radice, Michelle de Lucchi, Marco Zanini, aldo Cibic, Matteo Thun and Martine Bedin - at his house.
· the group was named after a Bob Dylan record, ‘Stuck Inside of Mobile with the Memphis Blues Again’ that was playing over and over again that night.

· with the support of the furniture maker Renzo Brugola  and showroom owners Mario and Brunella Godani on 18 of September 1981 the first Memphis  exhibition took place.

· in June Sottsass, Brugola, Godani, Fausto Celani and Ernesto Gismondi – the president of Artemide- founded a the shareholder business association Memphis thus managing to financially secure the future of the group.

· at the opening there were exhibited: 31 pieces of furniture, 3 clocks, 10 lamps, eleven ceramics.

· “ Memphis is anti-ideological because it seeks possibilities not solutions”.

· introduces colour as an integral part of the design and structure of the object, it is devoid of cultural references, it is a pigment, an ‘active ingredient’.

· materials are very diverse: plastic laminates, porcelain, lacquered wood, gilded wood, silkscreened wood, brass, mirrors, cloth, metal, glass, hand-woven wool, silver, marble, ceramic.
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Fig.4, 5, 6, 7 are photos made by Daniela 
Nicola on 16/05/2007, London, at
The Design Museum (E.Sottsas Exhibition)
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               Fig. 11
Fig. 8, 9, 10 are photos made by Daniela 
Nicola on 16/05/2007, London, at

The Design Museum (E.Sottsas Exhibition)

Fig.10
Sottsass Associates
“We don’t see this goal of raising the quality of life as solitary, personal act. We think the possibility of existing with others is part of the quality of contemporary life”.

· the company was founded in May 1980 by Sottsass and 3 much younger, newly qualified architects: Marco Zanini, Matteo Thun and Aldo Cibic.
· the group functions in a non-hierarchical and flexible manner, on freelance

basis.
 
Main projects:

1980/1981/1982/1983 – Fiorucci Shop Interiors – Ettore Sottsas, Michele de Luchi, Aldo Cibic, Anita Bianchetti.

1981- ‘Welonda’ hairdryers: E. Sottsas, M. Thun – Collaborator:Theo Gonser.

1982 -‘Columbia Agenda’: M. Thun, Christoph Radl.

1981/1986 furniture for ‘Knoll’: E. Sottsas, Marco Zanini – Collaborators: Gerard Taylor, Jorge Vadillo.

1982/1983 – urban Furniture: Turin E. Sottsass, Marco Zanini – Collaborator: Gerard Taylor : the kiosk system, the public convenience service and the advertising support system for the Turin City Council.
1982/1983 design of corporate identity for ‘Enorme’ a very small but fashionable firm producing and selling household and office article.’Enorme’ telephone design. ‘Trace’ robot was produced in collaboration with David Kelley Design and Silicone Valley engineers. 
1983/1984 preliminary studies for ‘Esprit’ shops:E. Sottsass, Aldo Cibic, Gerard Taylor.

1983/1984  Olivetti Office of the Future Exhibit, Milan: E. Sottsass, Michele de Lucci- Collaborators: Giovanella Formica, Beppe Carturegli.

1984: plans for the conversion of ‘The Lingotto’  into a ‘efficient machine whose purpose would no longer be the production[..] but (distribution) of [..]services, culture, entertainment.”

1984/1985 ‘Snaporazz’ Restaurant: San Francisco. E. Sottsass, Marco Zanini – Project architects: Beppe Caturegli, Giovanella Formica.

1985/1986 building a 6 flat house at Massa for use both as permanent residences and as holiday homes. The building is simple and traditional but has a careful consideration for details and materials. E. Sottsass, Marco Zanini – Project architects: Beppe Caturegli, Giovanella Formica.

1985/1986 Esprit Showrooms in Dusseldorf, Zurich, Berlin, Frankfurt, Stuttgart with Aldo Cibic in collaborations with various other architects and Hans Von Malotky as Lighting Consultant.
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Fig 12.- Laminate printing
Scan from ‘Sottsass Associates’ – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice, Doug Tompkins, Luciano Torri, Herbert Muschamp, Jean Pigozzi, Philippe Thomé
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Fig. 13 – ‘Snaporazz’ Restaurant:San Francisco.

Scan from ‘Sottsass Associates’ – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice …
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 Fig. 14 –Detail of the main cashier counter, Esprit  Showrooms project Scan from ‘Sottsass Associates’ – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice …
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 Fig. 15 – ‘Trace’ robot for Enorme Corporation  project - t

Scan from ‘Sottsass Associates’ – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice …
Bibliography / References

1. Design of the 20th Century by Charlotte & Peter Fiell, Taschen, 2005

2. Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers199 Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994
3. Memphis – Research, Experiences, Results, Failures and Successses of New design by Barbara RadiceThames and Hudson 1985

4. Sottsass Associates – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice, Doug Tompkins, Luciano Torri, Herbert Muschamp, Jean Pigozzi, Philippe Thomé

5.http://www.artfacts.net/index.php/pageType/artistInfo/artist/12323,  16/11/2008, 11:28

6.http://www.designmuseum.org/design/ettore-sottsass, 16/11/08, 12:08

7.http://www.designmuseum.org/design/ettore-sottsass, 16/11/08, 14:16

8.http://images.google.com/images?gbv=2&&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+sculpture&&sa=N&start=72&ndsp=18,16/11/08, 21:22
9.http://images.google.com/images?gbv=2&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+Alchimia&&sa=N&start=18&ndsp=18, 16/11/08, 21:38
   10.http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.marcomodernariato.com/for/Primavera.jpg,   16/11/08, 21:48
Note: the portrait image on the cover page is from : http://images.google.com/image?gbv=2&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+Alchimia&&sa=N&start=18&ndsp=18. 16/11/08
�Fig.1





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.marcomodernariato.com/for/Primavera.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Fig 3.








� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.designboom.com/snapshots/milano05/img/st2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.designboom.com/snapshots/milano05/sottsass.html&usg=__4ef3Zzby8ZaSBZh6ZgAQUZ1KTao=&h=400&w=266&sz=17&hl=en&start=25&tbnid=-ReX9anFPCL6BM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=82&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEttore%2BSottsas%2BAlchimia%26start%3D18%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:-ReX9anFPCL6BM:http://www.designboom.com/snapshots/milano05/img/st2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Fig. 2





�Fig.5





�Fig.4





�Fig.6





�Fig.7





�


Fig. 9





�   Fig.8








� � HYPERLINK "http://www.artfacts.net/index.php/pageType/artistInfo/artist/12323" ��http://www.artfacts.net/index.php/pageType/artistInfo/artist/12323�,  16/11/2008, 11:28


� Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.designmuseum.org/design/ettore-sottsass" ��http://www.designmuseum.org/design/ettore-sottsass�, 16/11/08, 12:08


� Design of the 20th Century by Charlotte & Peter Fiell, Taschen, 2005


� Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.designmuseum.org/design/ettore-sottsass" ��http://www.designmuseum.org/design/ettore-sottsass�, 16/11/08, 14:16


Fig 1 : Valentine Typewriter, produced by Olivetti 1970 � HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/images?gbv=2&&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+sculpture&&sa=N&start=72&ndsp=18" ��http://images.google.com/images?gbv=2&&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+sculpture&&sa=N&start=72&ndsp=18�,16/11/08, 21:22


� Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994


� Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994


�   Design of the 20th Century by Charlotte & Peter Fiell, Taschen, 2005


�  Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994


�Design of the 20th Century by Charlotte & Peter Fiell, Taschen, 2005


Fig.2 , furniture for Alchimia, 1979


� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/images?gbv=2&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+Alchimia&&sa=N&start=18&ndsp" ��http://images.google.com/images?gbv=2&hl=en&q=Ettore+Sottsas+Alchimia&&sa=N&start=18&ndsp�=


18, 16/11/08, 21:38


Fig.3, furniture for Alchimia, ‘Primavera’ 1981, � HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.marcomodernariato.com/for/Primavera.jpg" ��http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.marcomodernariato.com/for/Primavera.jpg�


&imgrefurl=http://www.marcomodernariato.com/centrale_for.htm&usg=__dDRPP8PGtEazM-lUpGYQ1yEqjvs=&h=300&w=225&sz=12&hl=en&start=36&tbnid=vIMTGB9AIsWTHM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=87&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEttore%2BSottsas%2BAlchimia%26start%3D18%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN, 16/11/08, 21:48 


�Memphis – Research, Experiences, Results, Failures and Successses of New design by Barbara RadiceThames and Hudson 1985


� Memphis – Research, Experiences, Results, Failures and Successses of New design by Barbara RadiceThames and Hudson 1985


�Memphis – Research, Experiences, Results, Failures and Successses of New design by Barbara RadiceThames and Hudson 1985


�Memphis – Research, Experiences, Results, Failures and Successses of New design by Barbara RadiceThames and Hudson 1985


� Sottsass Associates – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice, Doug Tompkins, Luciano Torri, Herbert Muschamp, Jean Pigozzi, Philippe Thomé


�Design Heroes: Ettore Sottsass by Jan Burney, HarperCollins Publishers1994 


�Sottsass Associates – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice, Doug Tompkins, Luciano Torri, Herbert Muschamp, Jean Pigozzi, Philippe Thomé


 


� Sottsass Associates – Essays by Ettore Sottsass, Barbara Radice, Doug Tompkins, Luciano Torri, Herbert Muschamp, Jean Pigozzi, Philippe Thomé








PAGE  

- 2 -

